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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 January 2006 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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Final Rejection 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Species II with claims 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 
in the reply filed on 01/ 13/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Aratani et al 
(US 6,788,635). 

Claim 1, Aratani et al shows an optical recording medium in Fig. 6 including a 
substrate 31, a light transmission layer 1 and a plurality of recording layers 2 and 32 
between the substrate and the light transmission layer and capable of recording data 
in the plurality of recording layers and reproducing data recorded in the plurality of 
recording layers by projecting a laser beam via the light transmission layer onto the 
plurality of recording layers (Fig. 6; column 10, line 50 to column 11, line 4), wherein 
data recorded in and reproduced from recording layer 32, which is farthest from the 
light transmission layer 1, by projecting the laser beam thereonto via the light 
transmission layer and at least one recording layer 2 other than the farthest recording 
layer 32 and the at least one recording layer other than a farthest recording layer from 
the light transmission layer includes a reflective film 3 containing Ag as a primary 
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component and additive is added, wherein C is used as an additive in Ag (Column 10, 
lines 18-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Tsukuda et al (US 2002/0060979) in view of Aratani et al. 

Claims 1 and 3, Tsukuda et al shows an optical recording medium in Fig. 1 

including a substrate 114 ([0041] last line), a light transmission layer 101 and a 

plurality of recording layers 103 and 109 ([0043]) between the substrate and the light 

transmission layer and capable of recording data in the plurality of recording layers 

and reproducing data recorded in the plurality of recording layers by projecting a laser 

beam via the light transmission layer 101 onto the plurality of recording layers, 

wherein data recorded in and reproduced from recording layer 109, which is farthest 

from the light transmission layer 101, by projecting the laser beam thereonto via the 

light transmission layer 101 and at least one recording layer 103 other than the 

farthest recording layer 109 and the at least one recording layer other than a farthest 

recording layer from the light transmission layer includes a reflective film 107 ([0043]) 

containing Ag as a primary component; each of the plurality of recording layers 

includes a first recording film 105 and 111 ([0043] and [0044]) containing Ge as a 

primary component and a second recording film 104 and 110 disposed in the vicinity 
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of the first recording film and containing Zn, which is different from the element 
contained in the first recording film as a primary component and the element 
contained in the first recording film as a primary component and the element 
contained in the second recording film as a primary component are mixed when the 
first recording film and the second recording film is irradiated with a laser beam, 
thereby forming a record mark. 

Tsukuda shows the reflective film is a metal alloy of primary Ag, but fails to 
show the minor composition. 

Aratani et al shows an optical recording medium, wherein the reflective film is 
made of Ag as a primary component and C as an additive (Column 10, lines 18-28) 
and teaches by changing the relative composition, the required change in reflectance 
can be obtained. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to add C 
to adjust the reflectance to meet the needs for forming a desired reflective film with 
desired reflectance. 

Claim 5, Aratani et al teaches the reflective film included in the at least one 
recording layer contains 0.5 atomic % to 5.0 atomic % of C. 

Claim 7, Aratani et al teaches that the reflective film included in the at least one 
recording layer contains 1.0 atomic % to 4.0 atomic % of C. 

Claim 9, Aratani et al teaches that the reflective film included in the at least one 
recording layer contains about 2.5 atomic % of C. 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TIANJIE CHEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




